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This  collection  contains  about  sixteen  thousand 
volumes.  Four  thousand  of  these  belonged  to  the 
library  of  the  late  Edward  Livingston,  whose 
daughter  Mr.  Barton  married,  and  twelve  thousand 
were  collected  by  the  present  owner.  That  portion 
of  the  library  formed  by  Mr.  Livingston,  consists 
chiefly  of  works  relating  to  Jurisprudence,  and 
public  documents ; and  that  collected  by  Mr. 
Barton,  of  those  of  a more  general  character. 

With  respect  to  this  latter  portion,  the  collector’s 
chief  aim  has  been  to  surround  himself  with  such 
authors  as  rank  among  the  best  in  every  branch  of 
literature ; the  greatest  extension  being  given  to  the 
two  bibliographical  classes  of  Belles-Lettres  and 
History.  In  no  department,  however,  has  thorough 
completeness  been  attempted,  with  the  single  excep- 
tion of  the  Shakespeare  collection.  This  collection, 
although  constituting;  one  of  the  most  interesting; 
and  characteristic  features  of  the  library,  forms  in 
itself  but  an  inconsiderable  part,  now  about  one- 
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eighth  of  tlie  whole.  It  lias  not  been  made  at  a 
sacrifice  of  the  other  departments,  all  of  which, 
with  the  exception  of  the  pure  Mathematics,  are 
fairly  represented,  and  contain  numerous  works  of 
high  literary  importance,  interspersed  throughout 
with  many  that  are  remarkable  for  their  biblio- 
graphical rarity  and  value. 

A marked  feature  in  this  collection,  is  the  condi- 
tion of  the  books,  which  are,  for  the  most  part, 
choice  copies,  almost  without  exception  on  large  or 
fine  paper,  where  such  exist,  selected  with  great 
care  during  a period  of  thirty-five  years,  by  some  of 
the  most  respectable  booksellers  in  Europe,  includ- 
ing Messrs.  Rich,  T.  Rodd,  Pickering,  and  J.  R. 
Smith,  of  London ; Merlin,  the  Messrs.  De  Bure, 
Tilliard,  and  others,  of  Paris;  Molini,  of  Florence; 
Ac.,  besides  purchases  made  by  the  collector  him- 
self, as  well  in  this  country,  as  during  a long  resi- 
dence in  Europe.  A very  large  number  are  bound 
by  the  most  celebrated  binders,  as  Roger  Payne, 
Charles  Lewis,  Clarke,  Bedford,  M’Kenzie,  Hayday, 
Ac.,  in  England ; Derome,  Desseuille,  Padeloup, 
Thouvenin,  Thomson,  Bauzonnet,  Duru,  Niedree, 
Ac.,  in  France.  Most  of  the  later  editions  are 
uncut. 

The  collection  has  been  enriched  by  valuable 
works  from  dispersed  libraries  of  historic  or  biblio- 
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graphic  interest,  including  those  of  Colbert,  Lamoi- 
gnon,  Renouard,  Guilbert  de  Pixerecourt,  Charles 
Nodier,  &c.,  on  the  continent ; of  Colonel  Stanley, 
Rev.  Theodore  Williams,  Heber,  and  many  others 
in  England.  Many  volumes  are  objects  of  interest, 
from  the  fact  of  having  once  belonged  to,  and  con- 
taining autographs  of,  persons  distinguished  by  po- 
sition, learning,  or  other  circumstances. 

The  class  of  History,  including  Geography  and 
Chronology,  Voyages  and  Travels,  History  of  Re- 
ligions, History  of  different  Nations,  Antiquities, 
Literary  History,  Bibliography,  and  Biography,  and 
which  has  been  spoken  of  as  one  of  the  most  ex- 
tended, is  considered  by  its  possessor  as  the  most 
valuable  part  of  the  library.  It  comprises  about 
five  thousand  volumes,  including  most  of  the  princi- 
pal Greek,  Roman,  English,  French,  Italian,  and  a 
few  Spanish  historians,  together  with  a numerous 
collection  of  works  on  Literary  History  and  Bibli- 
ography. Amongst  those  worthy  of  especial  note, 
whether  from  their  rarity  or  beauty  of  condition, 
are  Holinshed’s  Chronicles,  in  2 vols.,  folio,  1577, 
the  first  edition ; the  same  work,  published  in 
1586-7,  second  edition  ; a complete  uncut  set  of  the 
quarto  reprints  of  Arnold,  Fabyan,  Froissart,  Graf- 
ton, Hall,  Hardyng,  Holinshed,  the  Anglo-Saxon 
and  London  Chronicles ; the  histories  of  Clarendon, 
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Burnet,  Strype  (complete  in  twenty-seven  volumes), 
Gibbon,  Hume  and  Smollett,  all  Oxford  editions 
on  large  paper,  bound  in  Russia  or  morocco ; Giral- 
dus  Cambrensis, , by  Hoare,  1806,  2 vols.,  a match- 
less set,  on  large  paper,  with  three  sets  of  plates,  in 
morocco,  uncut ; Sanford’s  Genealogical  History  of 
the  Kings  and  Queens  of  England  ; Lodge’s  Por- 
traits, an  original  subscription  copy,  large  paper,  in 
large  folio,  with  proof-s  throughout  on  India  paper , 
superbly  bound  in  Russia;  Stow’s  Chronicle  and 
Survey,  in  several  editions ; Strutt’s  several  works ; 
Dugdale’s  Warwickshire  and  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral ; 
Murphy’s  Arabian  Antiquities  of  Spain,  in  folio, 
published  in  1816;  several  works  on  the  English 
universities,  including  exceedingly  choice  copies  of 
Skelton’s  Oxonia  Antigua  Hestaurata , large  paper, 
in  folio,  with  proofs  on  India  paper;  Ingram’s  Me- 
morials of  Oxford,  Chalmers’s  History  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Oxford,  Dyer’s  Cambridge,  all  on  the 
largest  paper,  with  proof  plates ; Meyriek’s  Ancient 
Armour,  in  three  folio  volumes,  with  colored  plates, 
an  original  subscription  copy,  formerly  belonging  to 
Southey;  with  many  others,  all  of  which  are  re- 
markable for  the  beauty  of  their  condition. 

In  the  division  devoted  to  French  historical  writ- 
ers, is  a series  of  several  hundred  volumes,  compris- 
ing the  collections  of  Guizot,  Buchon,  Petitot,  Ac. ; 
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the  principal  French  historians ; a number  of  works 
on  separate  portions  of  French  history,  amongst 
which  are  many  very  curious  satirical  pieces,  pub- 
lished during  the  reigns  of  Henry  III.,  Henry  IV., 
and  Louis  XIII. ; and  most  of  the  modern  French 
writers  of  history  and  memoirs ; and  a large  collec- 
tion of  tracts  published  during  the  French  lie  volu- 
tion, Ac. 

In  Italian  are  the  works  of  Muratori,  Adriani, 
Varchi,  Segni,  Machiavelli,  Guicciardini,  Davila, 
Giannone,  Denina,  Ghirardacci,  Ac.  In  Latin,  are 
Guido  de  Columna’s,  Historia  Destructionis  Trojce , 
1486,  more  properly  a romance;  Thrwocz’s  Sevenis- 
simorum  Hungarian  Regum  Chronica , Augsburg, 
1488  ; Gesta  Romanorum  in  several  editions  of  the 
fifteenth  century,  including  the  Augsburg  edition  in 
German,  1489,  together  with  the  English  transla- 
tion, printed  at  London  by  Thomas  Este,  1600;  and 
the  Nuremberg  Chronicle,  Augsburg,  1493. 

American  History.  In  works  coming  under  this 
head,  several  private  libraries  in  New  York  are 
much  richer  than  the  present  one,  where  no  attempt 
has  been  made  at  what  is  termed  a collection. 
Great  extension  has,  of  late  years,  been  given  to 
this  interesting  class  of  books,  by  the  adjunction  of 
many  which  would  seem  to  belong  to  it  but  inci- 
dentally, such  as  the  collected  works  of  American 
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Statesmen  and  other  authors,  early  books  printed 
in  America,  Ac.  Such  of  these  as  are  contained  in 
the  present  collection  are  otherwise  classed.  Here, 
however,  as  elsewhere,  works  of  interest  and  value 
will  be  found.  Amongst  these  are  several  of  the 
earlier  Spanish  writers,  as  Bernal  Diaz,  Herrera, 
Garcilasso  de  la  Vega,  Solis,  Ac. ; a few  of  the  early 
English  works,  with  others  of  more  modern  date ; 
many  American,  including  several  hundred  volumes 
printed  by  order  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  amongst  which  are  the  “State  Papers,”  21 
vols.,  folio,  and  “ American  Archives,”  folio,  now 
in  course  of  publication.  Of  voyages  and  travels 
are  the  Harris,  Churchill,  and  Harleian  collections, 
Purchas,  Hakluyt,  and  the  narrative  of  the  United 
States  Exploring  Expedition,  with  the  pul  dications 
of  the  scientific  corps,  in  large  paper  quarto,  and 
atlases  in  folio.  This  last  work  is  not  to  be  found 
complete  in  any  other  private  collection  in  the  city. 
The  chief  feature  of  this  part  of  the  collection  is,  a 
superb  copy  of  De  Bry’s  Collediones  Peregrina- 
tionum , published  at  Frankfort-on-tlie-Main  in  1590 
— 1634,  in  twenty-five  parts,  folio,  bound  in  twelve 
volumes ; with  four  additional  volumes,  in  two  of 
which  are  the  following,  all  in  fir-st  editions: 
“ Prima  pars  Descriptions  itineris  navalis  in  In- 
diam  oriental em,  etc.  and.  G.  M.  A.  W.  Z” 
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Arastel.  1598,  folio,  plates.  “ Diarium  Nauticum , 
seu  vera  Descript io  trium  navigationum  admiran- 
darumn , etc.  auct.  Gerardo  de  Vera.”  Arastel.  1598, 
folio  plates.  “ Premier  Livre  de  VHistoire  de  la 

Navigation  aux  Indes  orientates  par  les  Hollandois , 
etc.,  par  G.  M.  A.  W.  L .,”  Arastel.  1598,  fol.  plates; 
“ Le  second  Livre , Journal  on  Gomptoir , contenant  le 
vrai  Discours  et  Narration  liistorique  fait  par  les 
Tiuit  navires  dd  Amsterdam,  etc.”  Amsterdam,  1601, 
fol.  plates ; “ Vraie  Description  des  Trois  Voyages 
de  mer  tres-adm ir aides,  &c.  par  Girard  le  Vex” 
Amst.  1598,  fol.  plates;  “ Description  da  penible 
Voyage  fait  autour  de  V Univers , ou  Globe  terrestre, 
par  Olivier  du  Nort,  translate  da  flcimand  en 
Francois”  Amst.  1602,  fol.  plates;  “ Description  et 
Decit  historial  du  riche  Doyaume  eV  Or  de  Gunea , 
dec.”  Amst.  1605,  fol.  plates;  in  all  sixteen  vol- 
umes, elegantly  bound  in  blue  morocco,  gilt  leaves. 
This  copy  was  obtained  from  the  Messrs.  De  Bure  in 
1834,  in  whose  catalogue  for  that  year,  Part  I.,  pp. 
139-42,  after  being  mentioned  as  a “magnificent 
copy,  perfectly  complete,”  it  is  fully  described. 

Of  literary  History  and  Bibliography  there  are  the 
Histoire  Litteraire  de  la  France / the  literary  his- 
tories of  Andres,  Tiraboschi,  Sclioell,  Ginguene,  Sis- 
mondi,  Ticknor,  Wood’s  Athence  Oxonienses , by 
Bliss,  large  paper,  Nichols’s  Literary  Anecdotes  and 
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Illustrations;  the  Bibliographical  Works  of  Mait- 
taire,  Panzer,  Denis,  Meerman,  March  agd,  Audif- 
redi,  Haym,  Fontanini,  Ganiba,  Melzi,  Jacob,  Naude, 
Bullet,  Bive,  De  Bure,  Brunet,  Barbier,  Benouard, 
Peignot,  Berard,  Antonio,  Castro,  Nicolson,  Ames, 
by  Herbert,  Beloe,  Harwood,  Clarke,  Brydges,  Up- 
cott,  Horne,  Ac. ; of  Dibden,  the  Decameron,  Tour 
in  France,  Northern  Tour,  and  Introduction  to  the 
Classics,  on  large  paper  Bibl.  Spenc.,  Hides  Al- 
thorp.,  and  other  works  on  small  paper ; with 
numerous  catalogues  of  public  and  private  libraries, 
reviews,  Ac. 

The  class  of  Belles-Lettres  is  the  most  numerous, 
containing  upwards  of  six  thousand  volumes,  includ- 
ing •Grammar,  Bhetoric,  Poetry,  the  Drama,  Fiction, 
Philology,  and  Polygraphs.  In  the  department  of 
Poetry,  headed  by  the  Histories  of  Creseimbeni, 
Quadrio  and  Warton,  and  other  introductory  works, 
are  many  first  editions  of  separate  works  by  early 
English  poets,  as  Spenser,  including  a Daphnaida , 
1591,  not  in  Lowndes,  Daniel,  Drayton,  Milton,  But- 
ler, Ac.  the  principal  English  poets,  with  most  of  the 
Collections , as  Dodsley,  Pearch  and  Mendez ; Percy, 
Ellis,  Evans,  Dalrymple,  Haslewood,  Wright,  Bitson, 
complete  set  of  all  the  editions ; of  Buchan,  Burns, 
Chambers,  Cromek,  Cunningham,  Dalyell,  Kinloch, 
Laing,  Pinkerton,  and  Sibbald. 
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Of  early  French  poetry,  are  the  CEuvres  cV Alain 
Char  tier,  Paris,  1529,  a magnificent  copy;  le  Hom- 
mant  de  la  Hose,  Paris,  1529,  from  the  library 
of  Girardot  de  Prefond;  Les  Marguerites,  dec.  de 
la  Heine  de  Navarre,  Lyons,  1547,  Ac. ; Proven- 
cal, Gascon,  and  other  poets,  as  Claude  Brueys, 
Jardin  deys  Musos  Provensalos,  Aix,  1628;  He- 
cueil  de  Poetes  Gascons,  Amst.  1600,  2 vols.,  the 
two  last,  with  several  others  not  named,  are  from 
the  collection  of  Charles  Nodier.  Here  are  also 
the  collections  of  Barbazan,  by  Meon,  Raynouard, 
and  Le  Grand  d’Aussy ; Les  Poetes  Francois 
jusqiCd  Malherbe / most  of  the  late  publications 
of  early  French  poetiy,  from  MSS.  in  the  public 
libraries ; all  on  large  paper,  and  in  beautiful  condi- 
tion. There  are  also  a few  rare  works  of  Spanish 
poetry,  as  the  Cancionero  General,  Anvers,  1573; 
and  Flores  de  Poetcis  Illustres  de  Espana,  Valla- 
dolid, 1605;  Macaronic  poets,  amongst  others,  six: 
editions  of  Folengo,  including  the  first,  Venetiis, 
1517,  the  second  and  third,  1520  and  1521,  and  that 
of  1734,  on  vellum  • while  of  Italian  poets,  there 
are  Dante,  Ariosto,  Petrarch,  Tasso,  Ac.,  in  choice 
copies  of  the  best  editions,  amongst  which  is  a com- 
plete set  of  the  Pisa  folios,  in  sixteen  volumes. 

The  Dramatic  department  contains,  exclusive  of 
the  Shakespeare  collection,  about  fifteen  hundred  vol- 
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times.  Of  separate  plays,  there  is  a large  number  of 
first,  and  other  early  editions,  of  the  old  dramatic 
writers,  in  different  languages,  and  more  particularly 
the  English  and  French.  Of  the  former,  Ben  Jon- 
son,  Marlowe,  Greene,  Chapman,  Peele,  Decker,  Iley- 
wood,  Ac.,  are  here  in  strength,  with  a considerable 
number  of  the  minor  dramatists,  while  all  the  prin- 
cipal editions  of  the  entire  works  of  the  English 
dramatic  authors,  together  with  the  collections  of 
Dodsley,  Dilke,  and  others,  are  to  be  found  in  choice 
copies,  and  in  almost  every  instance  on  large  paper. 

An  unusual  proportion  of  the  books  in  this 
library  being  in  the  French  language,  this  peculiar- 
ity, as  might  be  expected,  characterizes  the  depart- 
ment now  described.  Besides  the  entire  body  of 
those  authors  who  may  be  denominated  classic,  as 
Corneille,  Racine,  Moliere,  and  a few  others,  and 
whose  works  are  to  be  found  here  in  “ grand  papier 
velin  ” copies,  there  are  many  collected  editions  of 
the  minor  dramatists,  some  of  which  are  rare,  as  Jo- 
delle,  Baif,  Des-Masures,  Montehrestien,  and  others ; 
while  of  those  authors  whose  works  have  never  ap- 
peared in  a collected  form,  are  many  separate  plays 
of  uncommon  occurrence.  There  is  also  a collec- 
tion, nearly  complete,  of  the  late  reprints  of  the 
early  mysteries  and  miracle  plays. 

Of  the  Spanish  dramatic  writers,  about  thirty 
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are  represented,  including  Calderon,  of  whose  works 
— Autos  Sacramentales , Madrid,  1759,  G vols.,  and 
Comedias , Madrid,  1760-63,  in  10  vols.,  4to — there 
is  a superb  copy,  bound  in  morocco  by  Bauzonnet. 
The  principal  Italian  dramatic  authors  are  here  in 
collected  editions,  together  with  some  rare  early 
plays  in  a detached  form ; also  several  modern  Latin 
plays,  amongst  others  Hrosvite  Opera , Norunbergae, 
1501,  folio,  Bartholomei  Zamberti,  Comedia , Dolo- 
techne , Argent.  1511,  Dramata  Sacra  ex  Veteri 
Testamento  desumpta  Basil  ice,  1547,  2 vols.,  8vo. 

The  department  of  Fiction,  though  not  large,  con- 
tains a number  of  rarities.  A few  may  be  noted  for 
their  beautiful  condition.  In  English,  Paris  and 
Vienna,  1650;  Parismus,  1684;  Head’s  English 
Rogue,  1665-71,  complete,  with  all  the  plates,  and 
the  original  portrait  of  Head,  superbly  bound  in 
four  volumes,  in  green  morocco,  perhaps  the  finest 
copy  in  existence ; in  Italian,  exclusive  of  those 
works  which  have  been  placed  in  the  Shakespeare 
collection,  are  Brugiantino,  Cento  Novelle,  Venezia, 
1554,  a poetic  version  of  the  Decameron,  which  is 
very  rare;  Malespini,  Dacento  Novelle,  ib.  1609; 
Landi,  Varii  Componimenti,  ib.  1552;  Sabadino, 
Porretane , ib.  1531  ; Selva,  Della  Metamorfosi , Ac., 
ib.  1616;  Cento  Novelle  Antike , Fiorenze,  1572; 
Cento  Novelle  Amorose , Venetia,  1651 ; Novelle  otto, 
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Londra,  1700,  of  wliicli  blit  twenty-five  copies  were 
printed.  In  French,  are  Contes  et  JSfou/velles  de 
Bocace , Amst.  1697,  original  edition ; Cent  Nou- 
velles  JYouvelles , Cologne,  1701,  with  beautiful  im- 
pressions ’ Les  Nouvelles  de  Marguerite  de  Valois , 
Berne,  1780-1,  uncut , the  plates  before  the  numbers 
— a beautiful  copy,  the  elder  De  Bure’s.  There 
are  eight  editions  of  Don  Quixotte,  including  the 
fine  one  published  at  Madrid  by  Ibarra,  1780, 
and  the  first  English  translation,  by  Shelton,  1018- 
20.  There  is  a very  extensive  collection  of  poly- 
graphs in  the  English,  French,  German,  Spanish, 
and  Italian  languages,  at  the  head  of  which  is 
placed  collectively  the  whole  body  of  Greek  and 
Homan  literature.  In  both  these  departments,  the 
rule  observed  has  been  to  obtain  good  copies  of  the 
best  editions  of  the  principal  authors.  There  are 
but  few  bibliographical  rarities  in  either.  The 
former  offers  less  field  for  the  acquisition  of  such 
matter,  while  in  the  latter  the  selection  has  been 
chiefly  restricted  to  the  best  critical  editions.  There 
are  a number  of  the  Oxford  and  Cambridge  classics 
on  large  paper  ‘ and  of  German  editions  on  thick 
Dutch  paper. 

Many  of  the  classics  are  from  the  library  of  the 
Rev.  Theodore  Williams,  and  amongst  others  a 
Variorum  Cicero , in  thirty  volumes,  of  uncommon 
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beauty.  Others  are  from  the  Colbert  and  Lamoi- 

o 


gnAn  libraries. 


In  the  two  divisions  of  the  belles-lettres,  which 
have  not  been  noticed — Grammar  and  Philology 
and  Criticism — the  same  characteristics  as  to  choice 
copies,  which  are  common  to  the  other  parts  of  the 
library,  are  observed.  The  first  contains  a large 
number  of  dictionaries,  and  grammars  of  the  several 
languages,  with  treatises,  (fee.,  on  language,  amongst 
which  are  a few  rarities,  as  Claude  Fau diet  Re- 
cueil  de  Vorigine  de  la.  langue  et  poesie  frangaise , 

teu'ic*-- 

1581,  quarto;  Henri  Estreine,  “ Projer  delivre  intitule 
de  la  precedence  du  langage  francais ,”  1579,  and 
“ Trade  de  la  Conformite  du  langage  frangois  avec 
le  grec , 1566.  There  are  dictionaries  in  most  of  the  _ 
principal  languages  of  Europe : of  the  Roman, 
Provencal,  and  vieux  langage  francais,  etc.,  those  of 
Raynonard,  Lexique  ’ Dictionnaire  Roman , Walon , 
&c.  Bouillon,  1777  ; Roquefort,  Glossaire;  Diction- 
naire Languedocien-Frangois , Nismes,  1785,  (fee. 

A predilection  for  the  French  displays  itself  here, 
as  in  some  other  departments.  Of  this  language 
there  are  at  least  twenty  dictionaries,  including 
those  of  Menage,  Dictionnaire  Ftymologiqve , 1750, 

2 vol.,  folio  ; Dictionnaire  de  Trevoux , 8 vols.,  folio ; 
Leroux,  Dictionnaire  Cornique , Pampelune,  1786,  2 
vols.,  and  three  of  the  French  Academy. 
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In  Philology,  Ac.,  with  a number  of  good  works, 
are  some  rarities,  as  Beroalde  de  Verville,  Moyen  de 
Parvenir , three  editions,  including  the  first ; a 
Cymbalum  Mundi , Amst.  1732,  on  vellum  ; Fleury 
de  Bellingen,  Vetymologie  ou  explication  des  prov- 
erbes  frangais , La  Haye,  1656  ; Les  illustres  prov- 
erbes , 1665;  Estienne , Conformite  des  Merveilles  An- 
ciennes , Ac. ; a number  of  the  amongst  which 
is  Menagiana , with  all  the  cartons  at  the  end  of  the 
several  volumes. 

Three  classes  remain  unnoticed.  Of  the  most 
numerous — Jurisprudence — the  entire  collection  was 
formed  by  Mr.  Livingston.  It  contains,  as  might 
be  expected,  a large  number  of  valuable  works  on 
Roman,  French,  Spanish,  English,  and  American 
law ; the  principal  writers  on  the  law  of  nations,  as 
Grotius,  Puffendorf,  Burlamaqui,  Mattel,  Ac.  Here 
are  also  numerous  works  on  prisons,  and  prison 
legislation  and  morals,  by  American,  French,  and 
English  writers. 

Next  in  extent  is  the  class  of  arts  and  sciences. 
The  two  divisions  which  have  received  the  largest 
development  are  the  Philosophical  and  Moral,  and 
some  branches  of  the  Natural,  sciences.  Under  the 
former  of  these  heads,  as  authors  of  separate  works, 
are  found  the  names  of  Braithwait,  Shaftesbury, 
Hume,  Hervey,  Cudworth,  Hartley,  Hutchinson, 
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Adam  Smith,  Tucker,  Ferguson,  Home  (Ld.  Karnes), 
Paley,  Reid,  Beattie,  Hey,  Stewart,  Brown,  Moral- 
istes  Anciens,  23  vols.,  Montaigne,  Cliarron,  Male- 
branche,  La  Rochefoucault,  La  Bruyere,  Vauven- 
argues,  Condillac,  Dusaulx,  Levesque  de  Pouilly,  He 
Gerando,  Alibert,  Cousin,  Vanini,  Spinosa,  Bruno 
Nolano,  Buhle,  and  Fichte. 

In  the  Political  and  Economical  branches,  the 
proportion  is  about  the  same.  Many  of  the  authors, 
coming  properly  under  these  heads,  are  classed  else- 
where ; as  Bacon,  Locke,  Hobbes,  Sir  Thomas 
Bi  •own,  Bolingbroke,  Gibbon,  Voltaire,  Diderot, 
Rousseau,  Freret,  Mably,  Mirabeau,  and  others, 
whose  entire  works  are  to  be  found  amongst  the 
numerous  polygraphs.  In  the  Natural  Sciences,  the 
portions  most  extended  are  Botany — but  more  par- 
ticularly Dendrology,  Horticulture,  Floriculture, 
and  Landscape  Gardening,  with  some  few  works  on 
Ornithology,  as  Wilson,  Temmick,  Ac. 

The  Theological  collection  chiefly  consists  of  some 
of  the  more  popular  writers,  as  Tillotson,  Sher- 
lock, Blair,  Jeremy  Taylor,  Baxter,  Horne,  — 
Fenelon,  Massillon,  and  others,  whose  entire  works 
are  also  here ; and  there  is  a very  fine  copy  of  the 
Vinegar  Bible , Oxford,  1717,  folio,  2 vols.  Of 
writers  against  certain  religious  observances,  the 
conduct  of  the  clergy,  and  other  matters,  are  Yiret 
10 
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Des  Lyons,  Du  Moulin,  Alcoran  cles  Cordeliers, 
Guerre  Seraphique,  and  Legende  Doree,  Rozet, 
Dubost,  Spiess,  Beverly,  and  others;  and  of  singular 
opinions,  Postel,  Bruno  Nolano,  Beverland  (the 
four  tracts),  T.  Brown,  Ac.  The  Oriental  religions 
are  but  just  represented  by  the  Zend-Avesta, 
Koran,  Uphain’s  Budhism,  the  works  of  Pastoret, 
Lane,  Merrick,  and  a few  others;  while  of  Deists, 
and  other  writers  against  religion,  with  answers, 
there  are  Buddseus,  Yanini,  Spinosa,  Fenelon,  As- 
truc,  Dumarsais,  Freret,  Mirabead,  d’Holbach,  S. 
Marechal,  Ac.;  Tindal,  Woolston,  Collins,  Hume, 
Bolingbroke,  Leland,  Ac. 

The  Shakespeare  collection,  already  alluded  to  as 
forming  a distinctive  feature  of  the  library,  contains 
at  present  upward  of  nineteen  hundred  volumes, 
and  the  number  is  constantly  increasing.  It  is 
divided  into  several  classes,  of  which  two  or  three 
shall  be  noticed  somewhat  minutely,  on  account  of 
the  very  great  rarity  of  the  works  which  compose 
them ; while  the  others  must  be  passed  over  more 
rapidly. 

In  the  year  1623,  appeared  the  first  collected  edi- 
tion of  the  Poet’s  Plays.  This  edition,  commonly 
called  the  First  Folio , was  edited  by  the  players 
Heminge  and  Condell.  It  contains  thirty-six  plays, 
being  the  whole  number  now  generally  attributed 
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to  Shakespeare,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  play 
of  Pericles , Prince  of  Tyre , which  was  not  admitted 
into  the  collection.  The  plays  which  appear  in  this 
edition  are  usually  denominated  the  Genuine  Plays , 
while  those  not  found  in  it  are  placed  under  the 
head  of  Doubtful  or  Spurious.  In  a critical  point 
of  view,  the  propriety  of  this  classification  may  he 
disputed. 

Previous  to  the  date  of  the  folio  of  1623,  sixteen 
of  the  plays  contained  in  it,  had  already  been  pub- 
lished separately,  in  quarto.  The  dates  of  the  first 
editions  of  these  separate  publications  vary  from 
1597  to  1622,  and  these,  together  with  other  quarto 
editions  reprinted  from  them,  constitute  the  first 
class.  These  plays  are  not  quoted  here  under  the 
long  and  quaint  titles  which  appear  in  the  quartos, 
and  which  were  doubtless  composed  by  the  book- 
sellers, to  draw  attention  to  their  wares.  The  Poet, 
we  may  be  pretty  confident,  had  nothing  to  do  with 
them.  Neither  will  it  be  necessary  to  note  in  every 
instance  the  condition  of  these  rarities.  It  is  suffi- 
cient to  say,  that  with  the  very  few  exceptions 
given,  the  whole  are  absolutely  perfect , and  all  in 
very  good  condition,  while  not  a few  are  in  the  most 
beautiful  state  of  preservation.  The  plays  are  given 
in  the  order  observed  in  the  first  folio. 
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Class  I. — -The  Early  Quartos. — The  collection 
contains  the  following : 

Merry  Wives  of  Windsor , 1619,  the  2d  edition. 
Do.,  1630.  Of  the  first  edition,  printed  in  1602, 
Mr.  Ilalliwell  informs  us  that  only  four  copies  are 
known,  which  are  in  the  libraries  of  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire,  Mr.  Daniel,  the  Bodleian,  and  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge.  These  are  the  only  three 
quartos. 

Mach  Ado  About  Nothing , 1600.  The  only 
quarto  edition,  and  extremely  rare.  The  present 
copy,  which  belonged  to  George  Steevens,  the  edi- 
tor of  Shakespeare,  contains  his  autograph,  and 
manuscript  notes  on  the  outer  margin,  the  leaves 
beine;  inlaid  throughout. 

O O 

Lo  re's  Labour's  Lost , 1631.  The  first  edition, 
printed  in  1598,  is  amongst  the  rarest  of  the  quartos. 
There  are  no  other  quarto  editions. 

A Midsummer  Night's  Dream , London,  printed 
for  Thomas  Fisher,  1600.  First  edition,  and  ex- 
tremely rare.  A very  fine  copy,  from  Heber’s 
library.  Do.  Printed  by  James  Roberts,  1600. 
Also  very  rare.  There  are  no  other  quarto  editions. 

Merchant  of  Venice.  Printed  by  J.  Roberts,  1600. 
This  edition,  which  had  generally  been  ranked  as 
the  second,  is  now  found  to  be  the  first.  It  is  very 
rare,  and  the  present  copy  is  one  of  the  most  beau- 
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tiful  iii  the  collection.  Do.  By  J.  11.,  for  Thomas 
Ileyes,  1600,  2d  edition.  Also  very  rare.  A fine 
copy,  from  Heber’s  library.  Do.,  1637. 

The  Taming  of  the  Shrew , 1631,  uncut.  The 
only  quarto  edition,  and  the  second,  the  first  being 
that  of  the  first  folio. 

King  Richard  the  Second , 1598,  2d  edition.  Very 
rare.  Very  large  and  fine  copy  from  Bright’s  sale. 
Do.  A complete  photographic  copy  of  the  (3d) 
edition  of  1608,  made  at  the  expense  of  Mr.  Halli- 
well,  and  of  which  only  ten  copies  were  preserved. 
The  original  edition  sold  in  1857,  for  .£30  10-S“. 
Do.,  “ With  new  additions,  Ac.,”  1615.  The  4th 
edition.  The  first  edition,  which  is  extremely  rare,- 
was  printed  in  1597. 

The  History  of  Ilenry  the  Fourth  (First  Part). 
There  are  three  editions  in  the  collection,  viz. : 
those  of  1622, 1632  (superb  copy,  with  leaves  uncut 
throughout ),  and  1639.  The  earlier  editions  of  this 
play,  the  first  of  which  was  printed  in  1598,  are  ex- 
tremely rare. 

The  Chronicle  History  of  Henry  the  Fift , 1608. 
The  3d  edition. 

The  T,  me  Tragedie  of  Richarde , Duke  of  Yorke , 
and  the  death  of  good  King  Henrie  the  Sixt : With 
the  whole  contention  hetweene  the  two  Houses , Lan- 
caster and  Yorke ; dec.  Printed  at  London , by  IF 
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W.,for  Thomas  Millington , Ac.,  1600.  2d  edition, 
extremely  rare.  From  Sotheby’s  sale,  May  21,  1857. 
Of  the  first  edition,  printed  in  1595,  only  one  copy 
is  known,  which  produced  at  Chalmers’s  sale  £131. 
This  is  not  Shakespeare’s  play.  Chalmers  and 
others  have  assigned  it  to  Christopher  Marlowe, 
while  Collier  attributes  it  to  Robert  Greene.  On  it 
Shakespeare  built  the  Third  Part  of  Henry  VI.,  re- 
taining; much  of  the  language. 

The  Whole  Contention  betweene  the  two  Famous 
Houses , Lancaster  and  Yorke.  With  the  Tragicall 
ends  of  the  good.  Duke  Humfrey , Hichard  Duke  of 
Yorke,  and  King  Henrie  the  Sixt,  dec.  Printed  at 
London,  for  T.  P.  (1619).  This  is  a reprint  of  the 
preceding,  and  of  another  play,  by  an  unknown 
author,  entitled,  The  first  part  of  the  contention 
betwixt  the  two  famous  houses,  Ac.,  and  which  ap- 
peared in  1591.  Upon  the  last-named  play,  Shake- 
speare  built  the  2 d Part  of  Henry  VI. 

The  Tragedie  of  King  Diehard  the  Third, 
1634.  A later  edition,  and  the  only  one  of  this 
play  in  the  collection.  The  first  was  printed  in 
1597. 

Titus  Andronicus , 1611.  2d  edition.  {The  title 
supplied  in  facsimile  by  Harris).  There  are  two 
editions.  Of  the  first,  printed  in  1600,  but  two 
copies  are  known,  one  of  which  is  in  the  collection 
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of  the  late  Earl  of  Ellesmere,  and  the  other  in  the 
Signet  Library,  at  Edinburgh. 

Romeo  and  J 'diet.  Two  editions  are  here,  viz. : 
the  quarto  without  date,  but  printed  in  1607,  and 
which  is  the  3d,  and  another,  dated  1637.  For 
a copy  of  the  first  edition,  printed  in  1597,  and 
which  is  extremely  rare,  Mr.  J.  P.  Kemble  gave 
£30 — an  enormous  price  in  those  days.  It  is  now 
in  the  Duke  of  Devonshire’s  collection. 

Hamlet.  The  reprint , made  in  1825,  from  a copy 
then  supposed  unique , of  the  first  edition,  printed  in 
1603,  and  which  is  imperfect  (wanting  the  last 
leaf).  This  copy  is  in  the  Duke  of  Devonshire’s 
collection.  A second  copy  (now  in  the  British 
Museum),  was  discovered  in  1856,  with  the  last  leaf, 
but  wanting  the  title-page.  The  other  editions  here 
are: — The  quarto,  printed  for  John  Smethwicke,  N. 
D.,  but  probably  1607  (the  titlepage  of  which  is 
supplied  in  facsimile  by  Harris ) ; and  those  of 
1611  and  1637,  the  last  with  rough  leaves  through- 
out. Besides  these,  are  the  later  editions  of 
1676,  1683,  1695,  and  1703.  In  the  edition 
of  1676,  many  passages  are  marked  for  omis- 
sion in  the  representation,  in  which  it  has  been 
followed  by  the  others.  Amongst  these  passages 
are  the  advice  of  Polonius  to  his  son,  the  first  part 
of  Hamlet’s  address  to  the  Ghost,  and  the  whole  of 
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his  instructions  to  the  Players ! This  piece  of  van- 
dalism has  been  often  attributed  to  Garrick.  It 
was  perpetrated  forty  years  before  his  birth. 

The  Chronicle  History  of  the  life  and  death  of 
King  Lear , Ac.  Printed  for  Nathaniel  Butter, 
1608.  Two  editions  (if  not  three)  were  printed  in 
1608,  of  which  this  is  the  second — a very  fine  copy 
from  Heber’s  library.  They  are  all  extremely  rare. 

Do.  Printed  by  Jane  Bell,  1655.  The  rarest  of 
the  later  quartos.  (Sotlieby,  May  21,  1857). 

Othello.  Printed  by  N.  O.,  for  Thomas  Walkley, 
1622.  First  edition,  extremely  rare.  Rhodes’s  copy 
sold  for  £42,  and  Bindley’s  for  £56  14.?.  Do.  1630. 
A very  valuable  edition  according  to  Collier,  being 
“ unquestionably  printed  from  a manuscript  differ- 
ent from  that  used  for  the  quarto  of  1622  or  for  the 
folio  of  1623.”  Do.,  1655.  A republication  of  the 
preceding.  From  the  fact  of  this  edition  being  called 
the  “fourth”  on  the  title-page,  and  the  additional  cir- 
cumstance of  Pope  having  spoken  of  an  edition 
without  date,  it  has  been  conjectured  that  an  edi- 
tion preceded  that  of  1622.  None  such  has  been 
discovered ; so  that  the  series,  so  far  as  known,  is 
here  complete.  Here  are  also  the  later  editions  of 
1681,  1687,  1695,  1705. 

Class  II.— The  Second  Class  consists  of  the  ancient 
collected  editions  of  the  Plays,  commonly  called  the 
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Four  Folio*.  In  these,  which  respectively  appeared 
in  1623,  1632,  1663,  1664,  and  1685,  the  collection  is 
complete.  The  extreme  rarity  of  the  first  folio  is 
well  known.  Very  few  copies  of  it,  perfect  through- 
out, are  in  existence.  Most  of  those  offered  for  sale 
are  either  avowedly  imperfect,  or,  which  is  more 
frequently  the  case,  falsified  in  some  way  or  other. 
Deficient  leaves  have  been  reprinted  from  the  first 
folio,  or  supplied  from  the  second.  The  title-page 
(so  often  wanting)  has  been  reprinted,  with  a blank 
space  left  for  the  insertion  of  the  portrait,  which  is 
then  taken  from  the  2d,  3d,  or  4th  folio.  The  leaf 
of  verses  facing  the  title  (generally  wanting)  has 
been  more  than  once  reprinted ; and  both  this  leaf 
and  the  portrait  have  been  supplied  by  the  pen  in 
fac-simile,  <fec.  Persons  desirous  of  obtaining  further 
information  on  this  point,  may  consult  an  amusing 
note  of  George  Steevens,  written  in  the  last  cen- 
tury.* With  respect  to  the  present  copy,  it  will  be 
sufficient  to  quote  the  following  passage  from  a 
letter,  addressed  to  its  owner,  by  Mr.  Thomas  Rodd, 
the  late  eminent  London  bookseller : “ On  your 
Shakespeare  of  1623,  I pin  my  reputation,  moral  as 
well  as  bibliographical.  If  you  do  not  find  it  in 
every  respect  perfect  and  genuine,  I will  make  you 
a present  of  the  book,  and  will,  in  addition,  forfeit 

* Malone’s  Edit,  by  Boswell,  1821,  vol.  ii.,  p.  658. 
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ten  pounds  a leaf  for  every  one  that  is  not  genuine.'” 
In  another  letter,  Mi*.  Rodd  observes : “ Of  all  the 
copies  of  this  folio  which  have  passed  under  my  in- 
spection, about  forty  in  number,  perfect  and  imper- 
fect, but  three  take  precedence  of  this  in  point  of 
size  and  condition.  They  respectively  belong  to 
the  Rt,  Hon.  Thomas  Grenville  (now  in  the  British 
Museum),  Mr.  Daniel,  and  Lord  Francis  Egerton 
(the  late  Earl  of  Ellesmere).”  A copy,  said  to  be 
the  best  ever  offered  at  public  sale,  produced,  in 
1854,  .£250. 

There  is  a peculiarity  in  the  present  copy  which 
is  worthy  of  notice.  In  the  play  of  “ As  You  Like 
It,”  two  cancelled  leaves  have  been  retained,  in  addi- 
tion to  those  printed  to  supply  their  place.  On  the 
first,  the  signature  is  R2  (instead  of  R),  and  the 
pagination  is  203  (instead  of  193).  On  the  second, 
(R6),  verso , the  pagination  is  194  (instead  of  204). 
After  a careful  examination,  no  other  differences 
have  been  discovered.  In  red  morocco , by  C.  Lewis. 

The  copy  of  the  folio  of  1632,  a very  fine  one, 
bound  by  Roger  Payne,  is  from  Col.  Stanley’s 
library.  It  originally  wanted  the  leaf  with  Ben 
Jonson’s  verses,  which  was  supplied  by  Mr.  Rodd 
from  another  copy.  This  edition  also  contains  only 
36  plays.  Though  much  more  common  than  the 
first  folio,  it  is  notwithstanding  a rare  book. 
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Of  tlie  third  impression  there  are  two  varieties. 
The  first  has,  like  the  1st  and  2d  folios,  only  36 
plays,  and  bears  on  the  title-page — u London,  Printed 
for  Philip  Chetwinde , 1663.”  The  portrait,  which 
occupies  the  same  place  as  in  the  other  two  folios, 
viz. : on  the  title-page,  is  not  inserted  in  all  the 
copies,  the  space  in  some  of  them  being  left  blank. 
The  present  cojiy,  a very  large  one,  is  from  Sothe- 
by’s Sale,  December  9, 1858.  It  has  the  verses  oppo- 
site the  t itle  inla  id , and  the  margins  of  title  and  first 
leaf  of  dedication  neatly  restored.  In  red  morocco , 
gilt  edges , Harleian  style.  In  the  second  variety, 
the  space  usually  occupied  by  the  portrait  has  the 
following  words : “ And  unto  this  impression  is 
added  seven  Playes,  never  before  printed  in  Folio, 
viz. : Pericles  Prince  of  Tyre.  The  London  Prodigall. 
The  History  of  Thomas  L'1  Cromwell.  Sir  John 
Oldcastle  Lord  Col  Jam.  The  Puritan  Widow. 

A Yorkshire  Tragedy.  The  Tragedy  of  LocrineT 
And  the  imprint  is — London,  Printed  for  P.  C. 
1664.”  The  plays  mentioned  on  the  title  are  placed 
at  the  end  of  the  volume,  with  two  separate  pagina- 
tions, one  for  Pericles,  a second  for  the  other  six 
plays ; and  a leaf,  containing  the  portrait,  with  Ben 
Jonson’s  verses  underneath,  is  made  to  face  the  title. 
Ped  morocco , gilt  edges , with  arms. 

It  has  been  frequently  asserted  that  the  greater 
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part  of  this  impression  was  destroyed  in  the  fire  of 
London ; but  this  is  doubted  by  Lowndes,  Knight, 
and  others.  It  is  very  questionable  whether  this 
edition  be  of  much  rarer  occurrence  than  the  second. 

The  fourth  edition,  1685,  is  a repetition  of  the 
second  variety  of  the  third,  with  the  Seven  Plays. 
In  a literary  point  of  view  it  is  without  value,  nor 
is  the  book  one  of  very  uncommon  occurrence.  In 
appearance  it  is  totally  unlike  the  others ; amongst 
other  differences,  the  forms  being  one  inch  taller. 
There  is  a magnificently  bound,  uncut  copy  of  the 
rejprint  of  the  first  folio,  made  in  1808  ; and  another 
copy  of  the  same  reprint,  illustrated,  and  bound  in 
four  volumes. 

The  modern  editions  form  another  class,  com- 
mencing with  that  of  Rowe,  1709-10  (the  edition 
next  in  succession  to  the  fourth  folio),  and  end- 
ing with  that  of  Halliwell  (in  course  of  publica- 
tion). As  these  editions  may  now  be  counted  by 
hundreds,  it  would  have  been  an  easy  matter  to  ac- 
cumulate a great,  number  of  volumes  without  any 
corresponding  advantage.  Selections  have  been 
made,  in  which  the  first  object  was  to  obtain  the 
different  texts  of  the  several  editors  in  their  own 
authorized  editions.  To  these  a few  have  been 
added,  remarkable  for  beauty  of  typography,  plates, 
or  other  adventitious  circumstances.  The  collection 
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now  contains  thirty-nine  modern  editions  of  the 
entire  ivories  (excluding  numerous  separate  por- 
tions) ; and  about  eight  or  ten  are  still  wanting  to 
render  the  series  sufficiently  complete.  Amongst 
those  of  less  common  occurrence  which  are  here, 
may  be  enumerated  the  following,  viz.:  those  of 
Rowe,  1709-10,  and  Theobald,  1733,  both  on  large 
paper  • Johnson,  1705,  Capell,  1768,  Malone,  1790 
(fine  paper),  and  Malone  by  Boswell,  1821,  all 
uncut / Tyas’s  Illustrated  Shakespeare,  printed 
entirely  on  India  paper ; Boydell’s  folio  edition  ; 
Halliwell’s  folio  edition ; and  three  volumes  in  8vo. 
without  titles  or  date,  but  printed  by  James  Ballan- 
tyne  and  Co.,  containing  twelve  plays,  being  all 
those  which  are  called  “ Comedies  ” in  the  folios, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Tempest  and  Winter's  Tale. 
They  were  obtained  from  Mr.  Rodd,  who  lias  writ- 
ten in  one  of  them  a long;  and  interesting  note,  com- 
mencing  with  these  words : “ I purchased  these 
three  volumes  from  a sale  at  Edinburgh.  They 
were  entered  in  the  catalogue  as  ‘ Shakespeare’s 
Works,  edited  by  Sir  Walter  Scott  and  Lockhart, 
vols.  2,  3,  4,  (all  published),  unique.'  That  Scott 
entertained  the  design  of  editing  Shakespeare,  I 
know  from  A.  Constable,  who  mentioned  it  to  me 
more  than  once,  and  I sent  him  a little  book  of  mem- 
oranda for  Scott’s  use.”  After  which  follows  a 
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severe  criticism  on  the  performance,  both  editorial 
and  typographical.  In  the  separate  editions  of  the 
Poems,  the  collection  is  not  rich.  There  are  but 
two  decided  rarities,  viz. : The  Poems , 1640,  with 
the  portrait,  and  the  two  titles;  from  Mr.  Rodd, 
who  has  added  (Dec.  1839):  “No  copy  in  the 
British  Museum.”  The  other  is  the  Pape  of  Lu- 
orece , 1655,  16mo .,  front.  There  are  several  editions 
of  more  modern  date. 

Of  the  Doubtful  and  Spurious  Plays  there  are 
nineteen  early  editions,  viz. : Pericles , 1609  (first 
edition,  Steevens’s  copy),  1619,  1630  (two  copies, 
with  variations  on  the  title-page),  and  1635.  Sir 
John  Oldcastle , 1600  (one  of  the  two  printed  that 
year — the  first,  according  to  Lowndes,  but  probably 
the  second),  a beautiful  copy,  from  Heber’s  library. 
The  Puritaine , 1607  ( the  title  and  last  leaf  in  fac- 
simile'). A Yorkshire  Tragedie , 1619.  It  is  some- 
what singular,  that  while  an  edition  dated  1608  is 
given  by  Lowndes,  with  collation,  date  of  sale,  &c., 
Mr.  Ilodd,  a good  Shakespearian  bibliographer,  in 
one  of  his  letters  to  Mr.  Barton,  positively  asserts 
that  no  such  edition  is  in  existence.  The  troublesome 
Paigne  of  John,  King  of  England,  1611,  (Sotheby, 
May  21,  1857),  and  1622.  Fair  Em,  1631.  The 
Birth  of  Merlin,  1662.  The  Two  Noble  Kinsmen , 
by  Fletcher  and  Shakespeare,  1634.  Mucedorus, 


ME.  BARTON  S COLLECTION. 


31 

1613,  1639,  1663,  and  1668.  The  Merry  Devil  of 
Edmonton , 1626  and  1631,  together  with  the  Spu- 
rious Tract — “ A compendious  or  briefe  examination 
of  certayne  ordinary  complaints, — By  W.  S.”  1581. 

The  W.  S.  are  now  admitted  to  stand  for  William 
Stafford. 

The  class  next  in  order  comprehends  the  very 
numerous  Alterations  of  Shakespeare’s  Plays,  by 
Davenant,  Dryden,  Otway,  Shadwell,  Tate,  Crowne, 
Ravenscroft,  Sir  Charles  Sedley,  Lord  Lansdowne, 
Dennis,  Betterton,  Hill,  Thomson,  Cibber,  Garrick, 
Sheridan,  Kemble,  and  many  others.  These  are  fol- 
lowed by  Imitations , either  of  Shakespeare’s  general 
style,  or  of  particular  passages ; under  which  head 
are  found  the  names  of  Milton,  Beaumont,  Fletcher, 
Sir  John  Suckling,  Rowe,  Young,  with  other  Eng- 
lish authors;  and  of  German  and  French,  Schiller, 
Goethe,  Destouches,  Voltaire,  Ducis,  and  others. 
The  class  concludes  with  the  Parodies. 

The  Seventh  Class,  numerically  considered,  would 
stand  at  the  head  of  the  list.  It  embraces  within 
its  extensive  range  all  the  early  works  which  con- 
tain mention  of,  or  allusion  to,  the  Poet  or  his  writ- 
ings, with  a few  otherwise  illustrative  of  them ; 
criticisms,  whether  professedly  Shakespearian,  or 
simply  incidental ; biographies  of  Shakespeare  ; cat- 
alogues of  Skakespeariana  and  bibliographical  no- 
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tices ; etc.,  and  includes  the  whole  field  of  periodical 
literature.  All  these  works  are  placed  in  chronolog- 
ical succession,  with  a view  to  exhibit  at  one  glance 
the  progress  of  Shakespearian  Literature.  A simple 
enumeration  of  the  titles  of  the  several  works  of 
this  class  alone,  which  are  in  the  collection,  would 
fill  a small  volume.  With  Spenser’s  Teares  of  the 
Muses  1591  (the  first  in  date),  the  following  names 
and  titles  are  found  here : — Greene’s  Groatsworth  of 
Wit  (later  edition  of  1629)  ; Skiedetheia , 1598  (Bel- 
dornie  press  reprint) ; Barnefield’s  Poems,  1598 
(. Roxburgh  Club  reprint)  ; Ben  Jonson,  three  plays, 
1600-1609;  Allot’s  England's  Parnassus , 1600; 
Jacke  P rum's  Entertainment , 1601;  Decker,  three 
plays,  1602-36;  Middleton,  two  plays,  1602-8; 
Davies,  Microcosmos , 1603;  Marston,  two  plays, 
1604-6;  Iletu/rne  from  Parnassus , 1606;  Daniel, 
Queene's  Arcadia,  1606;  Chapman,  Monsieur  d'  Ol- 
ive, 1606;  Reynolds,  Dolarny's  P rimer ose,  1606 
( Roxburgh  Club  reprint)  ; Barnes,  Devil's  Charter, 
1607;  A Jewes  Prophesy,  or  JVewes  from  Home. 
By  W.  W.  1607.  “ Only  one  other  copy  known. 

See  at  the  end  a curious  allusion  to  a Jew  named 
Shylock."  (Sotlieby,  June  13,  1859) ; Beaumont 
and  Fletcher,  five  plays,  1607-19;  Forman’s  Diary, 
( printed  1849) ; Painful  Adventures  of  Pericles, 
1608  (Professor  Mommsen's  reprint );  Decker,  The 
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Gull’s  Horne-book , 1609  (reprint)]  Annin,  The 
Italian  Tailor  and  his  Toy,  1609  ( reprint , 4to.)  ; 
A Mirror  for  Magistrates,  1610,  3 volumes;  Hay- 
wood’s Apology  for  Actors,  1612 ; Scaliger,  De 
Subtilitate , 1612;  Robert  Tailor,  The  Hogge  hath 
lost  his  Pearle,  1614;  Tomkis,  Albumazar , 1615; 
Haughton,  Englishmen  for  my  Money,  1616;  May, 
The  He  ire , 1622;  Massinger,  ten  plays,  1623-39; 
Ford,  seven  plays,  1629-39;  Randolph,  Aristip/pus, 
1630;  Shirley,  fourteen  plays,  1630-40;  Lipsii  (J.), 
Monita  et  Exempla,  1630;  Donne,  Polydoron,  1631; 
Rowley  (Wm.),  A Match  at  Midnight,  1633 ; 
Prynne,  Histrio-Mastix,  1633 ; Meres,  Wits  Acad- 
emy, 1636;  Hey  wood  (T.),  A Challenge  for  Beauty, 
1636;  Mynsliull  (G.),  Essay es  and  Character  of  a 
Prison,  dec.  1638  ( second  edition ) ; Cooke  (Jolin), 
Vindication  of  the  Professors  and  Profession  of  the 
Law,  1646 ; Cartwright  (Wm.),  Comedies,  Tragi- 
comedies, with  other  Poems,  1651 ; Brome  (Rich.), 
Jovial  Crew,  1652,  and  Five  new  Plays,  1653.  The 
plays  not  named  are  invariably  in  first  editions. 

The  above  list  v7ill  show  the  extent  to  which  the 
illustration  of  Shakespeare  has  been  carried ; and 
yet  within  the  period  embraced,  not  a few  works 
are  wanting  to  complete  it.  It  is  only  toward  the 
close  of  the  seventeenth  century  that  the  series  of 
works  professedl/y  Shakespearian  commences.  They 
12 
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do  not  become  numerous,  however,  till  about  the 
middle  of  the  eighteenth.  After  that  period  the 
increase  is  rapid ; and  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
last  century,  and  the  whole  of  this,  their  name  is 
legion.  In  the  present  collection,  this  class  alone 
contains  upward  of  five  hundred  volumes,  exclusive 
of  portions  detached  from  periodical  literature, 
which  are  very  numerous.  Amongst  the  minor 
curiosities,  are  several  unique  copies  of  the  later 
tracts  on  vellum , and  on  India  or  colored  paper. 

Two  separate  but  subordinate  classes  are  devoted 
respectively  to  the  Ireland  Forgery,  and  to  the  sev- 
eral Jubilees  held  at  Stratford-upon-Avon,  and  else- 
where, in  honor  of  the  Poet. 

Next  in  order  are  the  Translations,  which  are 
here  in  eleven  different  lammases.  Of  the  whole 
works,  there  are  in  German  seven  translations,  viz. : 
those  of  Eschenburg;  Sclilegel  and  Tieck;  Voss 
and  Sons;  Kdrner,  Doring,  and  others,  Leipzig, 
1838-9;  Bottger,  Fischer,  and  others,  ih.,  1842; 
Keller  and  Rapp ; Ortlepp ; with  numerous  'por- 
tions, and  supplementary  volumes,  by  Kaufmann 
and  others.  In  French,  there  are  three  translations, 
viz.:  those  of  Letourneur  (edition  1821);  Laroche; 
Hugo  (in  course  of  publication) ; and  portions,  by 
Laplace  in  his  Theatre  Anglois,  1746-9.  In  Dan- 
ish, one  translation  by  Foersom ; in  Swedish,  one 
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by  Hagberg ; in  Italian  (in  great  part),  by  Leoni ; 
while  in  three  of  the  above  languages  (German, 
French  and  Italian),  there  are  numerous  translations 
of  the  separate  plays  by  other  authors.  Besides 
these,  there  are  also  of  translations  of  separate  plays, 
seventeen  in  Russian,  three  in  Polish,  three  in  Span- 
ish, one  in  Latin,  and  one  in  modern  Greek.  The 
Hungarian  translation  of  Dobrentei,  has  not  yet 
found  its  way  into  the  collection. 

The  Pictorial  Illustrations  which  follow  embrace 
a number  of  fine  works,  including  a superb  copy  of 
Boydell’s  large  plates  proofs  on  India  paper  through- 
out ’ a complete  set  of  Retzsch’s  outlines  in  first 
editions  / and  the  beautiful  illustrations  of  Kaulbaeli, 
on  large  paper.  Most  of  the  works  of  this  class, 
which  were  published  in  a collected  form,  are  in  the 
collection  ; but  the  number  of  separate  engravings 
is  not  great,  except  the  detached  portraits  of  Shake- 
speare, which  are  numerous.  Most  of  those  called 
character  prints  are  barely  represented.  There  is  a 
fine  cast  from  the  monumental  bust  at  Stratford ; 
and  some  medals. 

The  last,  and  in  some  respects  the  most  interest- 
ing class,  is  entitled  Shakespearian  Sources.  It 
comprehends  all  those  works,  in  every  department 
of  literature,  to  which  may  lie  traced,  directly  or  re- 
motely, the  several  plots,  incidents  or  allusions,  to 
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he  found  in  those  of  the  Poet.  This  part  of  the  col- 
lection is  not,  and  probably  never  will  be,  even 
moderately  complete.  Such  an  assertion  can  sur- 
prise no  one  who  considers  the  extreme  rarity  of 
many  of  the  works  in  question.  Not  only  ought  all 
the  editions  to  bear  date  anterior  to  those  of  the 
works  which  they  respectively  illustrate,  but  also, 
whenever,  as  is  often  the  case,  a plot  or  incident  is 
traced  through  a succession  of  writers,  the  same  rule 
should  be  observed.  In  every  instance,  an  effort 
is  made  to  obtain  the  first  edition  of  a work.  When 
this  cannot  be  had,  another,  but  early,  edition  is 
used ; while  in  some  cases  it  has  been  found  neces- 
sary here,  as  well  as  in  a former  class,  to  substitute 
a modern  reprint. 

The  following  works,  in  which  the  story  of  a play, 
or  a part  of  it,  is  found,  are  in  the  collection : For 
the  English  Historical  Plays , the  Chronicles  of 
Hall  and  Holinshed.  Greek  and  Homan  Plays. — 
Plutarch,  translated  by  North,  London,  1595,  folio  ; 
Narratio,  eorum  quae  contigerunt,  Apollonio  Tyrio, 
August.  Vindel.  1595,  4to. ; Ajiollonio  di  Tiro, 
Historiato,  Venetia,  1555,  8vo.  (both  for  Pericles)  ; 
L’Amore  di  Trolio,  et  Griseida,  Di  Angelo  Leonico, 
Venetia,  1553,  4to.  Hamlet. — Saxo  Grammaticus, 
Danica  Historia,  Francof.  ad  Moenum,  1576,  folio. 
Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona. — Jorge  de  Montemayor, 
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Diana,  Anvers,  1575, 12mo.  Merchant  of  Venice. — 
Alexandre  Van  den  Bussclie,  dit  le  Sylvain,  Epitome 
de  Cent  Histoires  Tragiques,  Paris,  1581,  8vo.,  Alex. 
Silvayn.  The  Orator,  London,  1596,  4to.,  a transla- 
tion of  the  preceding.  Taming  of  the  Shrew. — Induc- 
tion. Lnd.  Ariosto,  Gli  Soppositi,  Vinegia,  1525, 
8vo. ; La  Comedie  des  Supposez,  trad,  par  de  Mesmes, 
Paris,  1552,  8vo.  a translation  of  the  preceding;  Sir 
Richard  Barckley,  Kt.  Discourse  of  the  Felicitie 
of  Man,  London,  1598,  4to. ; The  Waking  Man’s 
Dreame,  a fragment  from  a book  printed  about 
1630,  but  supposed  to  be  a reprint  of  an  earlier 
work  which  is  lost,  4to.  Romeo  and  Juliet. — Le 
cinquanta  novelle  di  Massuccio  Salernitano,  Vinegia, 
1535,  8vo.  The  story  is  found  here  under  the  names 
of  Mariotto  and  Gianozza.  The  first  edition  is  that 
of  Naples,  1476.  Novella  novamente  ritrovata  d’uno 
Innamoramento : II  qual  successe  in  Verona  nel 
tempo  del  Signor  Bartholomeo  de  la  Scala : Hystoria 
Iocondissima  (in  fine)  : Qui  finisse  lo  infelice  In- 
namoramento di  Romeo  Montecchi  A di  Giulietta 
Capelletti.  Stampato  in  Venetia  per  Benedetto  de 
Bendoni,  a di  x.  Giugno.  MDXXXV,  small  8vo. 
The  author  of  this  novel  is  Luigi  da  Porto,  but  his 
name  does  not  appear.  lie  took  the  story  from 
Masuccio,  changing  the  names  of  the  lovers.  This 
is  supposed  to  be  the  second  edition ; the  other,  also 
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printed  at  Venice,  is  without  date,  but  is  supposed 
to  have  been  printed  about  1510-15.  L’infelice 
amore  de  i due  fedelissimi  amanti  Giulia  e Romeo, 
scritto  in  ottava  rima  da  Clitia  nobile  Veronese  ad 
Ardeo  suo,  Vinegia,  Giolito,  1553,  small  8vo. 
Mattli.  Bandello,  Le  Novelle,  Lucca,  1554,  4to.  3 
vols.  e Lione,  1573,  8vo.  First  edition,  the  Roxburghe 
copy.  Porto’s  story  is  copied,  with  some  alterations 
in  the  language,  by  Bandello,  who  is  also  quoted  for 
the  origin  of  Much  Ado  about  Nothing,  and  Twelfth 
Night.  The  Palace  of  Pleasure,  by  William  Painter, 
London,  1813,  4to.  3 vols.  Mr.  Haslewood’s  reprint 
of  the  second  edition  of  1575.  The  first  was  printed 
in  1566-7.  This  book  is  quoted  as  the  source  of 
other  plays  of  Shakespeare.  Othello. — Degli  liecca- 
tommithi  di  M.  Giovanbattista  Giraldi  Cintliio  nobile 
ferrarere  parte  prima  (e  la  seconda  parte).  Nel 
Monte  Regale  Appresso  Lionardo  Torrentino , 1565, 
8vo.  2 vols.  The  original  edition,  complete.  As 
You  Like  It. — Euphues  Golden  Legacie.  Found 
after  his  death  in  his  Cell  at  Silexedra.  Bequeathed 
to  Philantus  Sonnes,  nursed  up  with  their  Father  in 
England.  Fetcht  from  the  Canaries,  by  T.  L.  Gent. 
London,  1624,  4to.  The  author  of  this  work  was 
Thomas  Lodge,  M.  D.  The  first  edition  was  in 
1581  ? Twelfth  Night. — Gli  Inganni,  Gli  Ingan- 
nati,  II  Sacrificio,  II  Viluppo.  Several  Italian  com- 
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edies,  so  entitled.  See  Bright’s  Catalogue,  No. 
1393. 

Secondly.  Of  works  which  furnished  Incidents, 
Passages,  or  Allusions,  the  titles  are  briefly  given. 
The  Tragedie  of  Solimon  and  Perseda,  London, 
1599,  4to.  ridiculed  in  King  John.  Vincentio  Savi- 
olo  his  Practise,  London,  1595,  4to.  alluded  to  in  As 
You  Like  It.  A Declaration  of  egregious  Popish 
Impostures,  Ac.  by  Bishop  Harsnet,  London,  1603, 
4to.  names  of  the  Spirits  in  Lear.  R.  Mulcaster, 
Positions,  Ac.  London,  1581,  4to.  and  The  first 
Part  of  the  Elementarie,  Ac.  London,  1582,  4to. 
Mulcaster  is  supposed  to  be  the  Holophernes  of 
Lo  ve's  Labour's  Lost.  Sir  Thomas  Elyot.,  Knt. 
The  Boke  named  the  Governour.  London,  1553, 
16mo.  The  Commitment  of  Henry  V.  when  Prince 
of  Wales , first  told  here.  William  Alexander,  Earl 
of  Stirling,  The  Monarcliicke  Tragedies,  and  other 
works,  London,  1604-7,  4to.  In  the  tragedy  of 
Darius , 1604,  is  a passage  which  bears  a remarka- 
ble resemblance  to  one ' in  the  Tempest.  Giles 
Fletcher,  Of  the  Russe  Common  Wealth,  London, 
1591,  8vo.  Expressions  in  Hamlet  and  Macbeth. 

Thirdly,  works  to  which  Shakespeare,  in  common 
with  the  other  elder  Dramatists,  was  indebted,  and 
which  have  all  been  referred  to  by  the  several  com- 
mentators. Sir  Geoffrey  Fenton,  Certaine  Tragicall 
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Discourses  written  out  of  Frenclie  and  Latin,  Lon- 
don, 1567,  4to. ; A Petite  Palace  of  Pettie  liis  Pleas- 
ure, London,  1613,  4to. ; Reginald  Scot,  The  Dis- 
covery of  Witchcraft,  London,  1584,  4to.  Pierre 
de  la  Primaudaye,  Academie  Frangoise,  Paris, 
1579,  8 vo. ; Peter  de  la  Primaudaye,  The  French 
Academie,  London,  1586,  4to.  The  first  edition. 
Abraham  Fraunce,  The  Lawiers  Logike,  London, 
1588,  4to. ; Thomas  Wilson,  The  Arte  of  Rliet- 
orique,  London,  by  John  Kingston,  1562,  4to. ; 
P.  de  Loier,  A Treatise  of  Specters  or  Straunge 
Sights,  Visions  and  Apparitions,  London,  1605,  4to. ; 
Isaaci  Wake,  Rex  Platonicus,  Oxon.,  1607,  4to. ; Ad- 
mirable and  memorable  Histories,  by  I.  (it  should 
be  Simon)  Goulart ; out  of  French  into  English,  by 
Ed.  Grimestone,  London,  1607,  4to.  First  vol.  Wo 
more  appeared.  Batman  uppon  Bartholome  his 
Booke  de  Proprietatibus  Rerum,  Ac.  London,  by 
Thomas  East,  folio. 

Some  early  editions  and  many  reprints  have  been 
passed ; besides  which  there  is  a large  collection  of 
Autograph  Letters  of  Authors,  Editors,  Translators, 
and  others,  whose  names  could  be  properly  asso- 
ciated with  the  collection. 
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